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HEBDEN  BRIDGE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hebden  Bridge 

Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, — 

I have  the  honour  to  report  on  the  health  of  the  Hebden 
Bridge  Urban  District  for  the  year  1924. 

O'  <u 

Hebden  Bridge  is  a town  occupying  a small  area  of  476 
acres,  with  narrow  valleys  surrounded  by  steep  hills,  and 
having  some  roads  with  gradients  of  1 in  6.  The  lowest 
road  level  is  about  320  feet  and  the  highest  about  710  feet 
above  sea  level.  The  rivers  Calder  and  Hebden  flow  through 
the  town.  The  inhabitants  belong  principally  to  the  working- 
classes,  the  chief  industry  of  the  district  being  the  wholesale 
clothing  trade.  The  population  is  6,396.  There  are  1,944 
houses  in  the  district  and  all  are  inhabited,  the  estimated 
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average  number  of  occupants  per  house  for  the  year  1924 
being  3.2.  The  rateable  value  is  £45,297,  and  the  sum 
represented  by  a penny  rate  is  £170  nett.  There  is  still  a 
shortage  of  houses  in  the  district,  with  resultant  overcrowd- 
ing, but  a scheme  has  been  provisionally  approved  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health  for  the  erection  of  four  houses  under  the 

1923  Act  and  for  the  erection  of  twelve  houses  under  the 

1924  Act  a scheme  has  also  been  provisionally  approved.  The 
amount  of  Poor-Law  Belief  for  the  vear  ending  1924  was 
£662  18s.  8d. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR 
Births — 

Total  M . F. 

Legitimate  74  ...  40  ...  34 

Illegitimate  3 ...  3 ...  0 

Birth  Rate  (R.G.) 12.0  per  1000. 

Total  M.  F. 

Deaths  94  ...  48  ...  46 

Death  Rate  (R.G.) 14.6  per  1000. 

Birth  Rate  (England  and  Wales)  18.8  per  1000 

Death  Rate  (England  and  Wales  12.2  per  1000. 

Deaths  from  Influenza: — Total  1;  Males  0,  Females  1. 

Number  of  Women  dying  in  or  in  consequence  of  child-birth 
— From  Sepsis,  Nil.  From  other  causes,  Nil. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age : — 

Legitimate — Total  5 ; Males  5,  Females  0. 
Illegitimate — Total  1;  Males  1,  Females  0. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1000  births: — • 
Legitimate  67 ; Illegitimate  333 ; Total  77. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  per  1000  Births — 

England  and  Wales  75 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  1 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 1 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diphtheria  1 
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The  infant  mortality  is  still  high.  Four  of  the  deaths 
occurred  in  the  first  week  of  life  and  were  unfortunately 
attributable  to  prematurity.  Premature  birth  was  the  cause 
of  one  of  the  other  deaths  at  20  days,  and  convulsions  the 
cause  of  the  other  death  at  11  months. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR 


Disease. 


Total  Cases 
cases  admitted 
notified,  to  hospital. 


Diphtheria  

Enteric  Fever  (including  Varatyphoid) 


Erysipelas 


Deaths 


Nil  ... 

Nil  ... 

Nil 

6 

2 ... 

Nil 

3 ... 

2 ... 

1 

1 ... 

1 ... 

Nil 

Nil  ... 

Nil  ... 

Nil 

4 ... 

Nil  ... 

Nil 

1 ... 

Nil  ... 

Nil 

A^e  Periods 
0... 

1... 

5... 

10... 

15.. . 

20.. . 

25.. . 

85.. . 

45.. . 

55. .  . 

65  and  upwards 

Totals... 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases.  Deaths. 

Non-  Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Pulmonary 

F 

1 
1 


M 


M 


M 


F 


1 

1 


1 0 


2 


* Transferred  Death. 


M 


1 
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There  were  10  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year 
1924,  three  of  these  deaths  being  new  cases.  All  these 
deaths  were  notified  cases.  On  notification  of  a case  of 
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tuberculosis,  the  patient’s  home  is  visited  by  a Health  Visitor 
and  Sanitary  Officer.  Disinfection  is  carried  out  on  removal 
of  patient  or  after  death.  There  are  Tuberculosis  dispen- 
saries held  twice  a week  at  Sowerby  Bridge  and  Todmorden. 
These  are  well  attended  by  most  of  the  tubercular  patients 
in  the  district,  but  it  would  be  a welcome  innovation  if  we 
had  a treatment  centre  established  in  Hebden  Bridge  itself. 
Patients  attending  the  dispensaries  receive  advice,  medi- 
cines, spitting  flasks,  etc.,  free  of  charge,  and  are,  until 
admission  to  a sanatorium,  under  the  care  of  their  own 
doctor  and  of  the  Tuberculosis  Officer,  Dr.  G..  Diddle. 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Cases 

Vision 

Unimpaired 

Vision 

Impaired 

Total 

Blindness. 

Deaths. 

Notified 

Treated 

At  Home. 

In  Hospital 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

CAUSES  OF  SICKNESS. 

During  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  Chickenpox  was  pre- 
valent amongst  the  children  attending  one  of  the  local 
schools.  I closed  the  school  for  the  usual  period , with  good 
results.  During  the  third  quarter  of  the  year  Measles  was 
prevalent  and  the  necessity  for  the  proper  isolation  of  these 
children  was  urged  by  me  in  the  local  Press.  During  the 
fourth  quarter  Measles  and  Chickenpox  were  again  so  preva- 
lent amongst  the  school-going  children  that  I deemed  it 
advisable  to  close  the  infants’  departments  of  three  of  the 
local  schools,  and  the  results  certainly  justified  the  closures. 

Otherwise  the  year  has  been  very  free  from  infectious 
diseases. 


NURSING  ARRANGEMENTS. 

There  are  two  District  Nurses,  trained  in  general  and 
maternity  nursing,  attached  to  the  District  Nursing  Institu- 
tion. Their  services  are  much  requisitioned  and  highly 
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appreciated.  Maternity  cases  are  conducted  by  these  nurses 
at  a small  fixed  fee.  The  Nursing  Institution  is  mainly 
supported  by  voluntary  contributions,  but  also  receives  a 
subsidy  from  the  County  Council  for  the  maternity  service. 

There  are  altogether  five  Certified  Midwives  in  the  Dis- 
trict, practising  under  the  supervision  of  the  Central  Mid- 
wives Board. 


HEALTH  PROPAGANDA. 

Arrangements  were  made  by  the  Joint  Sub-Committee 
of  the  Countv  Council  and  the  Insurance  Committee  for 
propaganda  during  Health  Week,  and  as  a result  the  local 
practitioners  and  Medical  Officer  of  Health  were  requested 
to  give  addresses  to  the  scnool  children.  These  short  lectures 
were  given  to  the  children  in  the  various  schools  throughout 
the  district  during  Health  Week,  the  dominant  lesson  of 
each  lecture  being  “ Self-help  in  Health,”  and  the  consider- 
ation of  what  each  individual  can  do  for  himself  and  his 
neighbour  in  securing  a healthy  life.  At  the  conclusion  of 
each  address  a printed  card  containing  health  hints  or 
“ Commandments  ” was  given  to  each  child.  A lecture  was 
arranged  under  the  direction  of  a Joint  Propaganda  Com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  West  Riding  Public  Health  Com- 
mittee and  the  West  Riding  Insurance  Committee,  and  was 
well  attended.  Following  the  lecture  there  was  a free  exhi- 
bition of  films  dealing  with  venereal  diseases  and  tubercu- 
losis 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD- WELFARE  CENTRE. 

A Maternity  and  Child- Welfare  Centre  was  established 
in  Llebden  Bridge  towards  the  end  of  the  year  1920.  Two 
morning  clinics  are  held  weekly,  at  which  a school  nurse 
attends.  One  afternoon  clinic  is  held  weekly  for  both 
mothers  and  babies,  at  which  a medical  officer  attends. 
These  clinics  are  run  under  the  auspices  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  at  Wakefield,  and  the  patients  attending  the 
clinics  receive  both  advice  and  treatment.  There  are  no  day 
nurseries  in  the  district,  and  the  nearest  venereal  clinic  is  at 
the  Royal  Halifax  Infirmary,  some  seven  miles  away. 
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HOSPITALS. 


There  are  no  Hospitals  in  Hebden  Bridge,  but  those 
available  for  the  district  are : — 

Tuberculosis...  The  Sanatoria  under  County  Council  Grants 

-m  »-  ..  — _ . 


Maternity Maternity  Ward,  Boyal  Infirmary,  Halifax. 

Children Children’s  Ward  of  Boyal  Halifax  Infirmary. 

Fever Fielden  Hospital,  Todmorden. 

Smallpox Sourhall  Hospital,  Todmorden, 

Other Royal  Infirmary,  Halifax. 


No  Institutional  provision  provided  for  unmarried 
mothers,  illegitimate  children,  or  homeless  children,  other 
than  the  Union  Hospital  (Stansfield  View,  Todmorden). 

The  Fielden  and  Sourhall  Hospitals  are  managed  respec- 
tively by  the  Joint  Hospitals  Committees  and  Hebden 
Bridge  is  one  of  the  local  authorities  of  each  Committee, 
the  finances  of  the  Committees  being  met  b}^  precept. 

The  Halifax  Infirmary  is  purely  a voluntary  institution 
and  is  very  well  supported  by  the  inhabitants  of  this  district. 

AMBULANCE  SUPPLY. 

Infectious  cases  are  removed  by  an  Ambulance  from 
the  Fever  Hosptal.  Non-inf ectious  and  Accident  cases  are 
removed  by  an  Ambulance  jointly  owned  by  the  Urban 
Council,  the  Mytholmroyd  Urban  Council,  and  the  Todmor- 
den Rural  Council.  Both  these  Ambulances  are  of  the 
modern  motor  type,  and  with  regard  to  the  Accident  Ambu- 
lance, patients  are  called  upon  to  pay  a nominal  amount 
on  each  occasion  when  the  same  is  used. 

LABORATORY  WORK. 

Pathological  and  bacteriological  examinations  are  carried 
out  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Wakefield.  Auto- 
genous vaccines  and  sera  are  supplied  free  of  charge  to  local 
medical  men  requiring  same.  The  services  of  the  laboratory 
are  much  availed  of  by  all  the  local  practitioners  in  this 
district. 
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Diphtheria  antitoxin  is  supplied  by  the  Urban  Council 
free  of  charge  to  any  medical  practitioner  requiring  it. 

VACCINATION. 

Twenty  vaccinations  were  performed  in  the  Urban  Dis- 
trict during  the  year,  a very  small  number  indeed,  when 
compared  with  the  births. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

FRANCIS  JOSEPH  DOWDALL,  MB.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O*, 

MEDICAL  OFFICEE  OF  HEALTH. 
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TABLE  C,  1924. 


HEBDEN  BRIDGE  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 


Nuisance  Inspections — 

Total  Number  of  Inspections  made  in  1924,  for  Nuis- 
ances only — 139.  (For  Housing  Inspections  see  Table  D). 
Nuisances  reported  in  1924 — 22. 

Total  needing  abatement — -25. 

Nuisances  in  hand,  end  of  1923 — 3. 

Abated  during  1924 — 23.  Outstanding  end  of  1924 — 2. 
Notices  served,  Informal — 21.  Complied  with — 20. 

Notices  served,  Statutory — 1.  Complied  with — 1. 

Total  number  of  Summonses  on  other  legal  proceedings 
—Nil. 


Total  No.  of  Legal  Pro- 

Regulated  Buildings,  No.  in  No.  on  Inspections  General  eeedings 

Trades,  &c.  District.  Register.  Made.  Condition : (if  any). 

Common  Lodging  Houses  Nil  ... 

Houses  let  in  Lodgings...  Nil 

Canal  Boats  ...  ...  2 ...Satisfactory... 

Knackers’  Yards Nil 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  ...  Nil  ...  Nil  ...  0 

Offensive  Trades 1 ...  1 ...  3 ..Satisfactory... 

(Tripe  Boiling). 

Have  the  Council  declared  any  other  processes  to  be 
offensive  trades — No. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Developments  during  1924? — No. 

Developments  still  needed  as  to  (a)  Want  of  sewers — 

Nil. 

(a)  Improvement  of  defective  sewers — Nil. 

Sewage  Disposal  Works  (a)  Any  inadequacy — No. 

(b)  Any  complaints — No. 

Any  sink  wastes  still  needing  disconnection? — Yes. 
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Closet  Accommodation, 

Number  of  Privies  with  open  middens — Nil. 

Number  of  Pail  or  Tub  Closets — 63. 

Number  of  Privies  with  covered  middens— 2. 

No.  of  Water  Closets — 1745.  Waste-water  Closets — 17. 
Number  of  Privies  re-constructed  during  1924 — 

(a)  As  w.c.’s — 8.  (b)  Other — Nil. 

No.  of  additional  Closets  provided  for  old  property  in 
1924 — (a)  w.c.’s — Houses  15,* Factories  22;  (b)  Other — Nil 
No.  of  Closets  constructed  in  1924  for  new  houses — 
(a)  w.c.’s — Nil.  (b)  Other — Nil. 


Scavenging. 

Any  change  during  1924? — No. 

Performed  by  (a)  Council — Yes.  (b)  Contractor — No. 

(c)  Owners  or  Occupiers — No. 

How  is  refuse  disposed  of? — Number  of  loads  to  (a)  Destruc- 
tor— Nil.  (b)  Tips — All  to  Tip.  (c)  Farmers — Nil.  Total 
annual  cost,  £725. 

Is  there  any  inadequacy,  and  where? — No. 

Any  utilisation  of  waste  material? — No. 


Water  Supply. 

Any  developments  during  1924? — No. 

Restricted  in  any  way? — No. 

Any  general  insufficiency,  and  where? — No. 

Any  action  in  regard  to  unsatisfactory  qualitv,  and 
where  ? — No. 

Any  new  sources  added? — No. 

Any  disused  sources  re-used? — No. 


Milk  Supply. 

Are  Two  Registers  being  kept  as  required  by  Section  2 
(3)  of  the  1922  Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment)  Act? — 
(a)  For  Retailers — Yes.  (b)  For  Cow-keepers  or  Wholesale 
Traders — Yes. 
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Have  any  Licences  been  granted  under  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  (Amendment)  Act,  1922,  to  distributors  of: — 

Certified  ” milk — No.  “ Grade  A ” — No.  “ Grade 

A (Tuberculin  Tested)  ” — No.  “ Grade  A (Pp^steur- 

ised)  ” — No.  “ Pasteurised  ” — No. 

Have  you  had  samples  of  Graded  Milk  tested.  Give 
number  and  kind — No. 

Have  anv  Retailers  been  removed  from  the  Register? — 
No. 

Number  of  samples  taken  by  Officers  of  S.A.  for  analysis 
under  F.  and  D.  Acts — 4.  Number  adulterated — None. 

Number  of  samples  taken  by  Officers  of  S.A.  for  bac- 
teriological examination — Nil. 

What  arrangement  for  periodical  Veterinary  Inspection 
of  dairy  cows? — None. 

Any  instance  of  disease  attributed  to  milk  in  1924? — No. 

Number  of  Cowkeepers  in  district  producing  and  selling 
milk — 9.  Number  registered — 9. 

Number  of  Retail  Milk  Sellers  who  are  also  Cowkeepers 
— 9.  No.  who  are  Milk  Retailers  only — Nil.  Total  No.  of 
Retail  Milk  Sellers  Registered — 9. 

Total  number  of  Cowsheds — 13. 

Total  number  of  Inspections  in  1924 — 18. 

Cowkeepers — 18.  Retailers — 

Date  of  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Regulations — 
November  27th,  1889. 

Any  Legal  Action? — No. 

Any  Inspection  or  other  action  by  Districts  to  which 
Milk  is  sent? — No. 

Other  Foods. 

Number  of  samples  (other  than  Milk)  taken  by  Officer 
of  S.A.  for  examination  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts — Nil 

Any  special  examination  of  Milk  for  dirt? — No. 

Number  of  seizures  of  unsound  food — One. 

Kind  and  quantity — -Four  quarters  of  beef  surrendered 
voluntarily  at  Slaughter-house. 

Number  of  Prosecutions — -Nil. 

Any  Public  Abattoir? — No*. 

Number  of  Slaughterhouses — 8.  Registered — 8. 

Licensed — -Nil.  Unsatisfactory,  structurally  or  in  bad 
position? — Condition  of  seven  only  fair. 
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No.  of  times  each  Slaughterhouse  inspected? — 5. 

Total  Inspections — 38. 

No.  of  Prosecutions  (a)  Food  and  Drugs — Nil.  (b) 

Unsound  Food — Nil.  (c)  Ee  Slaughterhouses — Nil. 

Bakehouses,  number — 13.  Any  underground? — No. 
Total  number  of  Inspections — 16. 

Schools. 

Number  of  Schools  in  district — 4. 

No.  visited  by  M.O.PI. — All,  on  various  occasions. 
Action  taken — Disinfected  during  epidemics. 

Schools  closed  by  M.O.H. — Infants’  Departments,  3. 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

Number  of  Smoke  observations — 22.  No.  of  Cautions— 6 
Legal  Notices — Nil.  Summonses — Nil. 

Number  of  Workshops — 79.  No.  of  times  each  Work- 
shop inspected — - Total  inspections — 13. 

Any  Industrial  Welfare  Workers  appointed — No. 

Adoptive  Acts. 

Acts  adopted  during  1924 — No. 

Byelaws  and  Regulations. 

Any  Bye-laws  made  under  Section  26  of  Housing  and 
Town  Planning  Act,  1919,  as  to  houses  divided  into  separate 
tenements — No. 

Any  others  adopted  or  revised  during  1924 — No. 

Any  relaxation  of  Bye-laws  under  Section  24  of  the 
housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  1919 — No. 


Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 

Diseases  specially  prevalent  in  1924? — Chickenpox  and 
measles.  State  months — -1st,  3rd  and  4th  quarters. 

Any  diseases  specially  added  to  notifiable  list? — No. 
Any  influences  threatening  the  health  of  the  district  ? — - 
No. 


Any  undue  prevalence  of  Venereal  Diseases? — No. 
Any  prevalence  of  Jaundice,  and  at  what  ages? — No. 
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Hospitals  and  other  Institutions. 

(a)  General:  Accident — One.  Address — Hx.  Infirmary. 

Children — One.  Address — Halifax  Infirmary 

(Children’s  Ward). 

(b)  Local:  Hospital,  Cottage — None. 

(c)  Infectious,  General — One.  Address — Fielden 
Hospital,  Todmorden. 

Do.,  Smallpox — One.  Address — Sourhall  Hospital, 
Todmorden. 

(d)  Maternity — None,  but  abnormal  cases  admitted  and 
treated  at  Halifax  Infirmary. 

Any  arrangements  for  nursng  Puerperal  Fever? — Yes. 

(e)  Clinic  and  Treatment  Centre  not  provided  by  County 
Council  Scheme — None. 

Whether  any  other  disease  (e.g.  Pneumonia)  is  treated 
in  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital — No. 

Any  change  or  extension  of  (a)  General  Infectious  Hos- 
pital— No.  (b)  Smallpox  Hospital — No. 


Tuberculosis. — Procedure  by  M.O.H.  or  his  staff  after  noti- 
fication. 

(1)  Inspection  of  patient’s  home  and  workshop — By 
by  M.O.H.  and  Sanitary  Inspector. 

(2)  Examination  for  contacts — Done  at  Tuberculosis 
Dispensary. 

(3)  Is  house  disinfected — Yes.  When? — After  removal 
of  patient  or  after  death. 

(4)  Leaflets,  Lectures,  etc.,  distributed — Yes. 

(5)  Action  re  spitting — Notices  distributed  in  workshop. 

(6)  Is  sputum  examined  apart  from  Dispensary? — No. 

(7)  Any  special  procedure  adopted  in  cases  of  Pulmon- 
ary Tuberculosis  with  T.B.  in  sputum — Flasks  pro- 
vided and  patients  told  to  burn  sputum. 

(8)  Are  the  requirements  of  Tuberculosis  Regulations 
as  to  notification  observed  by  general  practitioners? 
—Yes. 


Bacteriology  (County  Laboratory).  Any  suggestions?- — No. 
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Infant  Mortality. 

Any  suggestions  ? — The  establishment  of  a separate  ante 
natal  clinic. 

Any  voluntary  Centres  for  Child  or  Mother  Welfare? — 
No. 

Causes  of  any  excessive  Infant  Mortality  in  1924  — 
Premature  Births. 

Supply  of  Milk  to  Mothers  and  Infants.  Any  action?— 
Artificial  foods  supplied  at  reduced  rates  from  clinic. 


Vital  Statistics. 

Births  during  1924 — Males  48,  Females  34.  Total  77, 
No.  illegitimate  included  in  above — 3. 

Deaths  during  1924 — (1)  Gross  Deaths,  i.e.,  Total 
actually  registered  in  the  District  without  any  correction — 79 
(2)  Nett  Deaths  on  which  the  rates  are  calculated  — 
Males  48,  Females  46. 

No.  of  uncertified  deaths  (included  above) — None. 


Mortuaries. 

What  accommodation — (a)  for  accidents — Mortuary  at 
Lewis  Holme,  (b)  for  infectious  cases  other  than  at  hos- 
pital— No.  (c)  For  other  purposes — No. 

Any  suggestions  made  by  M.O.H. — Some  minor  im- 
provements in  existing  mortuary. 


Sanitary  Staff. 

What  is  the  present  Annual  Salary  of  the  M.O.H. — £67. 
Name  of  Sanitary  Inspector — Herbert  L.  Bottomley. 
Annual  Salary  as  Inspector — £117  10s.  6d. 

Other  appointments  held — Engineer  and  Surveyor. 
Salary  for  such  other  appointments — £235  Os.  lid. 
Any  Assistants? — One.  Is  Staff  sufficient? — Yes. 

Does  M.O.H.  receive  Copies  of  Memos,  and  Circulars 
distributed  by  the  Ministrv  of  Health? — Yes. 

c- 
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Clinics.  Any  Suggestions — 

(a)  Tuberculosis — The  establishment  of  a Dispensary 
in  Hebden  Bridge. 

(b)  Venereal  Diseases — How  advertised  and  if  any 
difficulty  in  reaching  nearest — Public  lecture  and 
free  exhibition  of  film  during  the  year.  No  difficulty 
in  reaching  nearest  clinic. 

(c)  Child  Welfare — No. 

(d)  Ante-Natal — The  establishment  of  a clinic  in  the 
town. 

(e)  School — No. 

(f)  Dental — More  frequent  attendance  of  school  dentist 

(g)  Ophthalmic — No. 

Any  Remarks  as  to — 

(a)  Voluntary  Agencies  for  social  betterment — No. 

(b)  District  Nursing  Association — More  work  could  be 
undertaken  if  means  of  conveyance  was  provided 
for  the  nurses. 

(c)  Any  Dispensary — No. 

(d)  Health  Visiting  (co-operation  with  local  M.O.H.) 
—No. 

(e)  Tuberculosis,  Home  Vsiting  do.  do.  and  medical 
attendant — N o . 

(f)  Dental  Services — The  available  services  are  insuffi- 
cient for  the  amount  of  work  necessary. 

(g)  Midwifery  Services — No. 

(h)  Propaganda  work  re  Tuberculosis,  Child  Welfare, 
or  Venereal  Diseases — No. 

Housing — See  Table  D — but  please  state  No.  of  Certificates 

given  under  Increase  of  Bent  (Restriction)  Act,  1920, 

Sec.  2 (2) — None. 

Special  Reports  and  Investigations  on  any  subjects — None. 

Supplementary  Remarks  as  to  Sanitary  requirements  of 

District,  suggestions  of  M.O.H. , anl  extended  notes  on 

any  of  the  foregoing  entries. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  further  attempts  were 
being  made  by  the  Council  for  the  provision  of  houses,  and 
the  Council  believe  these  efforts  are  likely  to  lead  to  the 
erection  of  12  houses  on  the  Eaves  Estate. 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year 
1924  for  the  Urban  District  of  Hebden  Bridge,  on  the 
administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901, 
in  connection  with  Factories,  Workshops,  and  Work= 
places. 


1- — Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops,  and  Workplaces. 
Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or 
Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 

Written  Prosecu- 

Premises.  Inspections.  Notices.  tions. 

Factories  

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

Workshops 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

Workplaces 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  premises)'  Nil  ...  Nii  ...  Nil 

Total... 13  ...  0 ...  0 


2. — Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts: — * 


Want  of  cleanliness  'i 

Want  of  ventilation  

Overcrowding  

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

Other  nuisances  

Sanitary  i insufficient  

accommo-  j unsuitable  or  defective... 
dation.  ' not  separate  for  sexes..... 


Of  the  13  factories  and 
workshops  inspected  no 
defects  such  as  are  here- 
with tabulated  were  dis- 
covered. 


Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Acts: — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground 


bakehouse  (s.  101) None. 

fOther  offences  None. 


t Excluding  offences  relating  to  outwork  and  offences  under  the  Sec- 
tions mentioned  in  the  Schedule  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  (Fac- 
tories and  Workshops  Transfer  of  Powers)  Order,  1921. 

* Including  those  specified  in  Sections  2,  3,  7 and  8 of  the  Factory 
and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts. 


FRANCIS  J.  DOWDALL,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O., 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 
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TABLE  D. 

Summary  of  Housing  Work  during  1924. 


Table  showing  action  under  Sections  17  and  18  of  the 
Housing,  Town  Planning  etc.  Act,  1909,  Section  28  of  the 
1919  Act,  Section  10  of  the  1923  Act,  and  the  Housing 
(Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  dated  September  2nd, 
1910,  or  matters  arising  therefrom. 


Houses  with  defects  not  disposed  of  at  end  of  1923. 

Houses  not  reasonably  fit  for  habitation.  Section  28, 
1919 ; Section  10,  1923 — 0. 

Houses  (recorded  under  “ Housing  ”)  with  minor 
defects  (Public  Health  Acts) — 4. 

Houses  totally  unfit  (Sections  17  and  18,  1909) — 0. 


Houses  inspected  for  “ Housing  defects  ” in  1924  under 

Acts  and  Regulations. 

Total  inspected  and  recorded — 50. 

Houses  found  satisfactory  on  inspection — 46. 

Houses  needing  further  action — 4. 


Hou  ses  not  reasonably  fit.  Action  under  Section  28,  1919; 

Section  10  of  1923. 

Houses  found  with  defects — 0. 

Houses  of  this  class  remedied  without  formal  notice — 0. 
Houses  in  regard  to  which  formal  notices  were  served — 0 
Houses  made  fit  after  formal  notice — 0. 

Houses  in  respect  of  which  the  Council  executed  or 
were  executing  work  in  default  of  owner — 0. 

Houses  in  regard  to  which  owner  elected  to  close  house 
instead  of  complying  with  notices — 0. 
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Action  under  Public  Health  Acts  in  cases  of  houses  with 
minor  defects  not  remediable  under  Section  28,  1919; 

Section  10  of  1923. 

Houses  with  defects — 4. 

Houses  remedied  without  service  of  formal  notice — 4. 
Plouses  in  regard  to  which  formal  notices  were  served — 0 
Houses  made  satisfactory  after  formal  notice — 4. 


Unfit  Houses. 

Action  under  Sections  17  or  18,  1909. 

Houses  found  to  be  totally  unfit — 0. 

Houses  closed  voluntarily — 0. 

Unfit  houses  remedied  without  formal  notice — 0. 
Plouses  represented  to  Council  for  closing  orders — 0. 
Houses  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were  made — 0 
Houses  closed  after  services  of  closing  order — 0. 
Houses  made  fit  and  closing  order  determined  by  the 
Council — 0. 

Houses  demolished  voluntarily — 0. 

Houses  for  which  demolition  orders  were  made  by 
Council — 0. 

Houses  demolished  compulsorily — 0. 


Appeals. 

Appeals  against  notices  under  Section  28,  1919,  or 
Section  10,  1923 — 0. 

Appeals  against  closing  orders  under  Section  17,  1909 — 0 
Appeals  under  Section  17  (6)  1909,  refusal  to  determine 
closing  orders — 0. 

Appeals  against  demolition  orders,  Section  18,  1909— -0. 


Houses  with  defects  not  disposed  of  at  end  of  1924. 

Houses  not  reasonably  fit  for  habitation.  Section  28, 
1919;  Section  10,  1923 — 0. 

Houses  (recorded  under  “ Housing  ”)  with  minor  de- 
fects (Public  Health  Acts) — 2. 

Houses  totally  unfit  (Sections  17  and  18)  1909 — 0. 
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Other  Action  in  regard  to  Housing:— 

Total  number  of  houses  in  district — 1944. 

Number  of  working-class  houses — 1848. 

General  standard  compared  with  that  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health  in  Manual  Yol.  I.,  1919— Not  good,  but  the  peculiar 
contour  of  the  district  calls  for  a different  standard  than  the 
general  standard  laid  down  by  the  Ministry. 

Obstructive  Buildings. — Any  building  represented  by 
M.O.IT.  under  Sec.  37  (1)  of  1890  Act?— No. 

Any  building  represented  by  Local  Government  Electors 
under  Sec.  38  (2)  of  1890  Act? — No. 

Unhealthy  Areas — Any  representations  under  Part  I.  or 
II.  of  the  1890  Act?  If  so  give  particulars — No. 

Be-construction  Schemes. — Have  L.A.  directed  any  to 
be  prepared  under  Sec.  39  of  1890  Act? — No. 

Conversion  of  Houses. — Any  houses  acquired  for  division 
into  separate  tenements,  under  the  1919  Act?  If  so  give 
particulars — N o . 

Unfit  Houses. — Any  complaints  by  Local  Government 
Electors  under  Sectional  of  1890  Act  as  amended  by  the 
1923  Act?— No. 

Unfit  Houses.  — Any  complaints  by  Parish  Councils 
under  Section  6 (2)  of  Local  Government  Act,  1894? — No. 

Any  action  under  Small  Dwellings  Acquisition  Acts, 
1899  to  1923?— No. 

Any  scarcity  of  houses?  If  so,  where? — Yes,  generally. 

Any  overcrowding  in  houses,  and  where? — lTes,  princi- 
pally situated  in  the  centre  and  west  parts  of  Hebden  Bridge 

Any  special  activity  in  house  building,  and  where? — No. 

Any  regulations  made  in  respect  of  underground  sleep- 
ing rooms  under  Section  17  (7)  1909  Act? — No. 

Total  number  of  houses  built  in  the  district  under  State- 
aided  and  all  conditions  in  1924.  (a)  Working  Class  Dwell- 

ings— Nil.  (b)  Other — Nil. 


State=aided  Housing  Schemes. 

A.  Scheme  under  1919  Act. 

Number  of  houses  erected  in  1924.  (1)  By  Council — 

Nil.  (2)  By  Private  Builders’  Subsidy — Nil. 
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B.  Scheme  under  1923  Act. 

Have  Council  propounded  a scheme  under  this  Act — Yes 
Has  a scheme  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health 
for  their  approval? — Yes. 

Has  it  been  approved? — Yes,  provisionally. 

If  scheme  is  approved,  please  enclose  particulars  of 
same — For  four  houses. 

Is  assistance  given  to  private  individuals?  (a)  by  lump 
sum — Yes.  If  so,  how  much — £100. 

Number  of  houses  completed  by  local  authority  under 
this  scheme  in  1924 — Nil. 

Do.  bv  Private  Persons  do. — Nil. 

Do.  by  Public  Utility  Societies  do. — Nil. 

C.  Scheme  under  1924  Act. 

No.  of  houses  provisionally  approved  by  Ministry — 12. 
Number  of  houses  specifically  approved  by  Ministry — 
Number  of  houses  completed  under  special  conditions 
Nil. 

Number  of  houses  purchased  with  approval  of  Ministry 
—Nil. 

Total  number  of  houses  provided  under  all  State-aided 
schemes  in  1924 — Nil. 

Town  Planning. 

Have  Council  joined  a Regional  Town  Planning  Com- 
mittee '/ — No. 

Have  Council  passed  a resolution  in  1924  deciding  to 
prepare  a scheme? — No. 

Any  scheme  contemplated? — No. 

Have  the  Council  propounded  a scheme  in  1924? — No. 
Has  a scheme  been  finally  approved  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health  in  1924  ? — No. 

Has  a scheme  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health 
in  1924?— No. 

Has  a preliminary  statement  been  prepared  and  sub- 
mitted to  the  Ministry  for  approval? — No. 

Name  and  Address  of  Officer  designated  to  make  inspec- 
tions under  Article  II.  of  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regulations,  1910 — Herbert  L.  Bottomley,  Sandy  Gate, 
Hebden  Bridge. 

(Signed) 

FRANCIS  J.  DOWDALL,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O., 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTORS  REPORT. 


Gentlemen, — 

I beg  to  present  my  report  as  Sanitary  Inspector  for 
the  year  ending  December  31st,  1924. 

SANITAEY  CONVENIENCES. — The  number  of  pail 
or  tub  closets  at  present  in  use  is  63,  eight  having  been 
converted  into  water  closets  during  the  year.  The  number 
of  water  closets  has  been  increased  by  45,  15  of  these  being 
to  dwelling-houses  and  22  installed  in  various  workshops, 
factories,  etc. ; the  total  number  of  conveniences  now  on  the 
water-carriage  system  being  1745.  There  are  still  six  ash- 
places  in  existence,  the  same  as  last  year. 

NUISANCES. — There  have  been  22  instances  when 
informal  notices  were  served  upon  property-owners  to  abate 
nuisances  or  remove  complaints,  a decrease  of  seven  on 
last  year’s  total.  In  one  case  only  was  it  necessary  to  serve 
statutory  notice,  after  which  immediate  attention  was  given 
to  the  complaint  and  the  nuisance  abated. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. — Three  cases  of  Diph- 
theria, six  of  Scarlet  Fever,  and  one  of  Enteric  Fever  have 
been  notified  during  the  year,  a total  of  10,  as  against  39 
last  year.  Five  of  the  patients  were  removed  to  the  Hospital 
for  treatment,  the  remainder  being  attended  to  at  home. 

FACTOEIES  AND  WOEKSHOPS.— These  places  of 
employment  have  been  kept  under  constant  supervision, 
and  no  serious  complaints  are  recorded  for  the  past  year. 

SLAUGHTEE-HOUSES.  — In  previous  reports  the 
structurally  defective  condition  of  several  of  the  privately- 
owned  slaughter-houses  was  referred  to.  I regret  to  say 
that  nothing  has  been  done  to  improve  the  state  of  these 
particular  slaughter-houses. 

HOUSE-TO-HOUSE  INSPECTION.  — Fifty  houses 
have  been  inspected  as  required  by  the  1909  Act,  this  bring- 
ing the  number  of  houses  to  1,880  which  have  been  dealt 
with  under  the  Act.  These  inspections  have  resulted  in  the 
discovery  of  overcrowding,  defective  drains  and  sanitary  fit- 
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tings,  structural  defects,  dampness,  etc.,  the  majority  of 
which  have  been  dealt  with  either  by  means  of  informal 
notices  or  by  statutory  notices. 

MILK  SUPPLY. — Four  samples  of  milk  have  been 
taken  and  analysed  for  adulteration.  The  results  proved  the 
milk  to  be  genuine  in  every  case. 

COWSHEDS. — The  13  cowsheds  situate  in  the  district, 
together  with  other  premises  subject  to  special  regulations, 
have  all  been  regularly  inspected.  A few  defects  have  been 
discovered  which  have  since  been  remedied. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  L.  BOTTOMLEY,  M.R.S.L, 

Inspector. 


CANAL  BOAT  REPORT. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 
Sir  and  Gentlemen, — 

The  number  of  Canal  Boats  inspected  during  the  year 
ending  December  31st,  1924,  is  two,  and  they  were  found 
to  be  kept  in  accordance  with  and  conformed  to  the  Canal 
Boats  Acts  and  Kegulations. 

The  registered  sleeping  accommodation  was  for  eight 
adults,  and  the  actual  number  occupying  the  cabins  was 
six  men  and  one  woman. 

The  number  of  boats  using  the  canal  is  very  small,  now 
that  the  Canal  Company  have  ceased  as  carriers. 

Yours  obediently, 

H.  L BOTTOMLEY,  M.R.S.L, 

Inspector. 


